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GOOD FAITH, ONE BOOK AT A TIME 

 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 
that you may  discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

–Romans 12:2 
 

     My path to faith – and to becoming a pastor – has involved reading lots and lots of books!  Stories of faith 
and life also inspire my preaching, and reading more has become a self-care goal that really does renew my 
mind and spirit.  As a result, I have more books than my office can hold, and want nothing more than to share 
them with as many readers as possible.  So, with the support of the Formation commission, the compact (and 
portable) Good Faith Library is now open for business.   
 
     Have you ever read a book that made you stop and think?  Or a story that changed your life?  Have words 
painted a picture that finally made faith come alive for you?  These are the types of books filling the shelves 
of the new Good Faith Library.   
 
     Are you looking for a better understanding of scripture?  Check out A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bi-
ble (Collins, 2007) or Introducing the New Testament (Powell, 2009).  Want a better perspective on incarcera-
tion?  Try Couldn’t Keep It to Myself (2003) or I’ll Fly Away (2008) – two compilations of writings by women 
prisoners edited by author Wally Lamb.  Want a motivating story about faith and mission?  Read Monique 
and the Mango Rains by missionary Kris Holloway.   

 
     The Good Faith Library has also added sections on parenting 
and bringing faith home to the kids, fiction titles for all ages, and 
inspirational reflections by real-world theologians like Anne 
Lamott, Brené Brown and Lysa TerKeurst.  I recently added a 
few of my kids’ favorite books, and would love to add more.   
 
 What are the books that have helped shape your faith?  
If you would like to donate to this collection, suggested titles 
are being added daily to our Amazon Wish List (a printed copy is 
on the book cart and will be posted on Facebook).  Let’s keep 
renewing our minds so that God’s will may be done. 
 
Peace, 

Tiffany 

The Good Faith Library now has over 90 titles that can be viewed at 

GoodFaithLIbrary.librarika.com.  Books can be checked out from the 

book rack in the narthex.   
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  Order forms for Christmas flowers will be availa-
ble on November 18th, with a deadline of December 
3.  Poinsettias will again be $10.00.  Christmas lights 
and decorations will be hung after Thanksgiving. 
 Christmas Caroling will take place on December 
16th.  We will meet at church at 4:00 pm to carpool, 
and have a lite lunch on returning.  Come and join us 
in joyful song!  
 Thank you for your continued support in providing 
snacks for fellowship after church services.  We ap-
preciate that time to connect with each other, and 
your help with those snacks is also much appreciated.  
Please see the sigh-up sheet for available dates or 
contact Rhonda Riegle.  

DEACON UPDATE 
 With the finish of the 175 year celebrations, we 
want to thank Nancy Beck and Rick Diemer, and all 
the folks who helped to make this a truly memorable 
year in our church history.  There is such a rich histo-
ry in the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, 
let’s continue to make memories and serve God and 
our community in our 176th year. 
 There were 16 folks that attended the WMU/EMU 
Football game on October 6th.  Amazingly, we stayed 
dry.  The Bronco Band was wonderful, and Western 
won with a score of 27-24.  It was a great afternoon, 
despite the 100 % rain prediction. 

 The October 18th Pot Luck had a GREAT attend-
ance of around 60 of our church family, but there’s 
always room for more.  We will meet for the last Pot 
Luck of the year on Thursday, November 15, at 6:00 
pm.  Bring your table service and a dish to share.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
December 6th:  Get into the Christmas spirit by sup-
porting Paw Paw High School’s Voices of the Future.  
They will be here on Thursday, December 6th at 1:00 
p.m. in the sanctuary.  It’s a free concert to be shared 
with your family and friends. 
 
December 12th:  The Presbyterian Women will be 
having their last meeting at the Copper Grill at 11:30 
am.  All women are welcome to join us - next regular 
meeting will be January 23. 
 
January 2nd:  Everyone is welcome to participate in a 
new Bible study sponsored by Presbyterian Women 
and led by Pastor Tiffany.  The “Covenant” Bible study 
explores deeper the themes of creating, living and 
trusting in the stories of the Bible and our lives today.  
Class will meet 1st and 3rd Wednesdays in the library 
from 12-1:30 (brown bag lunch suggested).  All are 
welcome to participate.   



3 

 

Presbyterian News                                       November 2018 

WE ARE A FAMILY OF FAITH 
    October was another busy month for our Church 
School and Youth families.  Our Church School has 
now completed the first unit of lessons in the Illus-
trated Invitation curriculum.  Several of these young 
souls have accepted the invitation by helping out with 
fellowship after church, clearing dishes and cleaning 
up.  Middle and High School Youth track some of 
these same stories about compassion and justice, and 
are also exploring ways we CONNECT (and what 
keeps us from connecting) in our world today.  And 
Meg has been exploring new ways to show even our 
youngest souls the riches of God’s word.   

  All of these age groups and their families came 
together around a beautifully-set table on World 
Communion Sunday, breaking bread (ok, pizza) to-
gether and sharing laughter and games - even if the 
rain did postpone our trip to the cider mill! 

   It was worth the wait for better weather.  Our trip 

to Verhague’s Cider 
Mill turned out to be 
an intergenerational 
time with grandpar-
ents, parents and sib-
lings along for the 
hayride.  A few brave 
souls even tried the 
zip-line.   
 
 What’s next for 
Youth and families at 
FPC?  Middle and High 
School students con-
tinue to have opportu-
nities to get together with other youth in our Presby-
tery at events like Urban Plunge (Nov. 2-4), and 
there’s still time to sign up for indoor rock climbing at 
Climb Kalamazoo on November 18.  This will be a 
group event with youth from Sturgis, Lansing and Kal-
amazoo area Presbyterian churches - cost is just $20 
and permission slips are in the youth room.   
 
     Magnify the Light will also kick off in November, 
with tags going up before Thanksgiving.  We are 
sponsoring five local families this year, and our Syrian 
family.   
 

     Our Church School kids will be invited to get more 
involved with Lola and Eric, our sponsored children at 
Montana de Luz in Honduras (see Eric’s story on P. 4) 
These young leaders are also excited to be more in-
volved in worship, so look for them to be sharing 
their gifts with music, skits and prayers.   
 
     Thanks also to the many, many volunteers who 
give their time to lead our children’s ministries - 
Chester, Jody, Stephen, Patrick, Andrea, Ginnie, Sue, 
Rhonda, Pat, Mary Ellen and many others - we could-
n’t do this without you or our Church School staff: - 
Meg, Emily and Brandon.  We can always use more 
teachers.  If you would like to help with these minis-
tries, please contact Meg Waddell 
(Meg_Waddell@yahoo.com, 269-598-7448) or Pat 
Conner (269-760-2076).  

mailto:Meg_Waddell@yahoo.com
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TRUNK OR TREAT (2018) 

 
   Another Trunk or 
Treat is in the books.  
We had a couple of ob-
stacles—weather (!) 
and a big football 
game—but those who 
braved the weather 
had a great time!  It 
was a small but enthu-
siastic group.  The For-
mation Committee 
would like to thank all 
who gave their time, 
talent and candy to 
make some children 
very happy:  Jody Loehrs, Ruth Heizen, Meg and Mia 
Waddell, Jack and Donna Zabonick, Kevin and Shamra 
Zabonick, Jan and Bert Ogden, Sue Winter and her 
sister Debi Luff, Amanda and Thomas Conner, Pat 
Conner, Nancy Turk, Joan Crowhurst, Dee Henderson, 
Dick and Sally Schallhorn, Eleda Zygadlo, Connie and 
Dave Nielsen, Marge McKee, Freida Duringer, Les 
Buhl, Adele Walters, Tom Shoemaker, Rick and Mary 
Diemer, Randy Thorburn, Kathy and Steve McCloskey, 
Jean Hatton, Rhonda Riegle, Hanna Moore, Judy and 

Dave Combs, Tom and 
MaryEllen Smith. 
 Special thanks to 
Joan who vacuumed fel-
lowship hall and wiped 
down all the tables along 
with all who quickly put 
everything back in order. 
 Thanks again eve-
ryone for supporting this 
outreach event.  Maybe 
you can join us next year! 
 A special shout 
out to Nancy Turk, 
Queen of games.  She 
made all the games. 

 
   Formation Committee 

GOD’S GIFT  
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

MONTANA de LUZ 

 
 Before coming to Montana de Luz, Erick was 
found orphaned and in a situation of social risk.  He 
arrived at Montana de Luz in September 2013, when 
he was 4 years old, several months after his mother 
passed away.  Erick attends the local school in Nuevo 
Paraiso with many of our other children.   
 When Erick is not 
doing homework or 
playing with his 
friends, he helps with 
chores around the 
mountain.  Since his 
arrival at Montana de 
Luz, Erick’s family 
members have been 
looking out for him, 
calling and visiting 
whenever they can.  
Erick is always happy 
when groups come to 
visit Montana de Luz, 
whether he is 
meeting new people 
or saying hello to old 
friends.  Please keep 
Erick in your thoughts and prayers.  Than you for your 
support. 

 
 Eric is one of two children supported by financial 
contributions from our congregation.  Could you help 
us provide more than just financial support?  Talk to 
Eleda Zygadlo about writing letters to Eric and Nola, 
and visit www.montanadeluz.org for more infor-
mation on mission trips and other opportunities to 
support this mission to create home and family for 
children affected by HIV/AIDS in Honduras.   
 
 

Eleda Zygadlo, 
Mission Commission 

Date of Birth:  November 21, 2008 

Place of Birth: Tegucigalpa, M.D. C. 

Mother:            Deceased 

Father:            Deceased 

Looks like Joan had to wipe 

down more than just the ta-

bles! 
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3rd QUARTER  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 The financial status of the church's operating ac-
count at the close of September 2018 shows 
$134,651 in income year to date, and $138,080 in 
expenses.  Pledged giving is current for the year - 
thanks to all for your timely support.      

 

STEWARDSHIP 2019 
Ephesian 4:16 

“Each of us has a part to play” 
 

 A big THANK YOU to those who have turned in 
pledge cards.  Knowing what we can expect to re-
ceive  helps us plan the budget for the coming year.  
For those of you who still plan to turn in a pledge it is 
not to late, we will still accept them.   For those of 
you who give a free-will offering but choose not to 
pledge, we say THANK YOU.   We will continue to add 
leaves to the tree in the narthex for a couple of 
weeks, so check it out. 
 
 

A NEW VOICE IN THE PULPIT 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Worship and Music Commission is pleased to 
bring Pastor Nate Bull to fill our pulpit on November 11.  
Nate Bull has been doing church plant work with the Re-
formed Church in America since 2009. A graduate of West-
ern Theological Seminary, he has been doing street minis-
try around the world since 1999 and enjoys the challenge 
of bringing the gospel message to those living in inner city 
areas. Nate and his wife Starr have four children and two 
grandchildren. 
 
 CHANCEL CHOIR would love to add your voice to 
the mix!   In November and December, the choir will con-
tinue to rehearse from 7-8:30 p.m. on the first three Thurs-
days of the month (November 1, 8 and 15) and will sing in 
worship on the second and third Sundays (November 11 
and 18).  All voice parts and levels of experience are en-
couraged to participate.  Contact Choir Director Chris Gray 
(cgray0721@gmail.com) for more information and to be 
added to the choir mailing list.   

SINGLE LADIES   
 
 October 23rd, the Single Ladies Night Out was at La 
Cantina.  There were 9 ladies there and we had a good time 
as usual. The next monthly night out for Single Ladies will 
be at Amore’s Pizza Restaurant, here in Paw Paw on No-
vember 27th  at 5:30. 

 
    On Sunday, Decem-
ber 9th the Ladies 
plan to go to the Kel-
logg Manor in Augus-
ta for a Christmas tea. 
They will leave from 
the church at 12:30. 
The cost is $33.00 and 

needs to be paid to Pat Peters by November 11th.  Please 

call Pat @269-352-1340 if you plan to go.  
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               TRUNK OR TREAT 2018  
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Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

Paw Paw Community Chorus  
Plans Christmas Concert 

 

 The Paw Paw Community Chorus, sponsored by the Paw Paw High School Choirs, will present their 19th 
Christmas Concert, on Sunday, Dec. 2, 4 p.m., at the Paw Paw High School Performing Arts Center located at 
30609 Red Arrow Highway, Paw Paw.  The chorus, under the direction of Theresa Vaughn, will be accompa-
nied on piano by Hannah Kim. 

 Musical selections to include: When Will 
the Little King Come?, He Is Born,  Dona 
Nobis Pacem by Mary Lynn Lightfoot, “Hark 
the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” by Mary 
Lynn Lightfoot & Philip Doddridge, Believe 
and more.   

 Although there is no admission charge to 
this concert, voluntary donations are very 
much appreciated. 

BIRTHDAYS 
11/02 Conner Baney 11/15 Michael Seymoure 
11/03 Brenda Mattson 11/17 Catey Bolton 
11/04 Sandra Henson 11/17 Robert Cassada 
11/06 Sherry Eggleston 11/17 Monica Watkins 
11/07 Barb Kruse 11/17 Eden Wilder 
11/09 Thelma Bennett 11/19 Bill Henson 
11/09 Judy Vliek 11/21 Laura Wells 
11/11 Juliann Bradish 11/23 Kathleen Murphy-Brown 
11/11 Trevor Smith 11/23 Logan Leonard 
11/12 Jake Pursley 11/30 Mary Wyatt 
11/12 Debra Walters 11/30 Jacob Bolton 
11/13 Benjamin Hulst 11/30 Brennan Combs 
11/13 C. Sue Martin 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11/07 Rick & Mary Diemer 
11/18 Jack & Mary Wyatt 

Upcoming Days 
for Communion 

Sundays  are  
November 4, and 
December 2nd. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcq8Sl0P7dAhUl5YMKHU4VDWcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DNV6Zo8U3n3A&psig=AOvVaw122FDc3krT0oGLcQ-aW4NN&ust=1539355433211132
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 COMMUNION SERVICES will be on Sunday, November 4th and Sunday, December 2nd. 
 ADULT BIBLE STUDY continues at 8:45 am in the church library.  All are welcome to join this 

thoughtful study on the beginning of the church.  Childcare is available.  DECEMBER will switch 
to a 4-week study of Adam Hamilton’s “Faithful:  Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph.” 

 MISSION COMMISSION  will meet on Thursday, November 15th at 11:00 am in the Library. 
 SHARENET will meet on November 13th and November 27th at 10:00 am in the Library. 
 DEACONS and SESSION meet on November 20th at 6:15 pm. 
 DEACONS POT LUCK DINNER on Thursday November 15th at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST will not meet  in November due to Thanksgiving holiday. 
 SINGLE LADIES NIGHT OUT will meet November 27th.   Our next outing is at LaCantina here in 

Paw Paw at 5:15 pm.   
 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will not meet in November due to Thanksgiving holiday. 
 PAW PAW VOICES OF THE FUTURE will perform on Thursday, December 6 at 1:00 pm in the 

sanctuary.  Come and enjoy this free concert by Paw Paw High School Select Choir. 

NOVEMBER 

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

